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decor trends

BY MONIKA EYERS  PHOTOS CARSON DOWNING

  THE NEW  
      CREATURE 
COMFORTS
               IF WE DIDN’T ALREADY KNOW IT, NOW WE DO: 
        THE ONLY WAY WE WANT TO LIVE IS RELAXED. 
                     HERE’S WHAT A COMFY HOME LOOKS LIKE.  

coziness
Like napping  

under a weighted 
blanket, a home filled 

with soft textures, 
easy-on-the-eyes 

neutrals, and  
laid-back furniture is  

the place to be.

nature
We’re savoring  

the feel-good quality 
of things that come 
from the natural 
world—wood,  

stone, plants, and 
plant fibers—and 
bringing them into 

our homes at  
every opportunity.  

function
A home that works 

hard can look  
good doing it, thanks 

to multipurpose 
furniture, hidden 

storage, and smart 
tech. It’s organized, 

inviting, and  
happily efficient.

TREND ALERT



As the novelty of a 
few nights in became 
months at home, we 
said to heck with decor 
that’s only for show.  

Give us pettable pillows and rugs. Give us slightly worn, dearly 
beloved pieces that remind us of the past. Give us a sofa we can 
camp out on. And give us glowing candlelight we don’t even  
have to worry about when we fall asleep on that sofa.
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 Canopy Dream Dog  

 Bed in Winter  

 White, $149–$329;  

 muttropolis.com 

 
pet nests

So-called 
pandemic puppies 
brought comfort to  

many. A plush 
canopy bed returns 

the favor. 

 Färlöv Armchair  

 in Flodafors  

 Gray, $399;  

 ikea.com 

decor trends

  
Age adds Age adds 

warmth and warmth and 
comfort to comfort to 
a room. a room. We We 
always look always look 
for vintage for vintage 
pieces that pieces that 
are in good are in good 
condition condition 
with the  with the  

right amount  right amount  
of wear.of wear.

DESIGNER KEVIN DUMAIS

 
a sense of 

history
A desire to connect 
with the past (and  

in some cases because 
of pandemic-era 
shipping delays)  

prompts new interest  
in old furniture.  

Kevin and Charlie 
Dumais routinely scour 

flea markets  
for vintage finds, like 

the midcentury  
seating above, to 
create a collected,  

nostalgic feel.

 
sink-in 
seating

It’s official: Deep,  
cushy chairs and  

sofas that cradle you  
in a hug, like this  

one by Amber Lewis,  
are here to stay.

 Better Homes &  
 Gardens Collection®  

 Flameless LED  
 Motion Flame Pillar  
 Candle, $10–$16;  

 walmart.com/BHG 

 Anni Rug by  

 Nina Freudenberger,  

 $398 (2'6"×8');  

 luluandgeorgia.com 

COZINESS  
FEELS so good
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clutter 
cutters
Minimalism doesn’t 

have to mean getting 
rid of all your stuff. 
But there’s nothing 
like a messy room 

to spike stress levels. 
Professional organizer 
Shira Gill’s upcoming 

book (Minimalista, $30; 
penguinrandomhouse 

.com) is packed 
with tips for keeping 
your home tidy. Her 
organizing essentials: 

SHAKER PEG RAIL 
Use it in any room  

to hang clothes, toys, 
tools, and more.

WOOD HANGERS 
Make your closet  

look like a boutique. 

GLASS JARS 
A pantry and utility 
room must-have. 

light your 
way

Cross “installing dimmer 
switches” off the honey-
do list. This wire-free, 

stick-on switch controls 
smart bulbs, so you get 
to pick the handiest 

spot for the switch, no 
electrician needed. 

  
The open The open 
floor plan floor plan 
trend is trend is 

slowing. With slowing. With 
more people more people 

at home, at home, 
clients are clients are 

adding walls adding walls 
to their open to their open 
layouts for layouts for 

privacy while privacy while 
working from working from 
home and home and 
to get some to get some 
alone timealone time!!

DESIGNER  
MERIDITH BAER

 Mr. Kate Moon  

 Upholstered Bed with   

 Storage in Light  

 Gray, $530 (queen);  

  amazon.com  

 Dual Lift  

 Storage Coffee  

 Table Ottoman in  

 Blue Grey, $211;  

 homedepot.com 

 Cync Wire-Free  

 Dimmer Smart  

 Switch, $25;  

 gelighting.com 

If a house is a machine for 
living in, as famed architect 
Le Corbusier said, this 
trend is the tune-up. We’re 
decluttering, rethinking how 

we use our spaces, and seeking out easy-clean surfaces. Furniture with 
built-in storage hides stuff in plain sight, giving us the streamlined look 
we crave. And those expanded home work spaces? They’re not going 
anywhere. Luckily, as this family room work zone, below, by designer 
Lauren Weiss suggests, fun and functional aren’t mutually exclusive.

FUNCTION  
CALMS the DAY

decor trends
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clean + 
healthy

Surface materials with 
naturally antimicrobial 

properties are  
gaining popularity. 

Here’s what to look for.

COPPER 
Recognized by the EPA 
as antimicrobial, solid 

copper kills 99.9%  
of microorganisms. Look 
for it on sinks, faucets, 
and door handles.

LINOLEUM 
There’s a reason 
hospitals have this 

flooring—it’s naturally 
antibacterial and 
hypoallergenic.  

Plus, it’s easy to install 
and comes in  

many homey colors  
and patterns.

PAINT 
Brands like PPG  

and Sherwin-Williams 
are launching safe 

microbicidal  
paints that kill more  

than 90% of  
surface bacteria  
and viruses for up  

to four years.

no space  
left behind
Designer Rebecca 
Hay tucked a mini 

mudroom, complete 
with shoe storage, 
cubbies, and a 

whiteboard, into this 
previously unused 
4-foot-wide spot  

on a landing. Taking  
the cabinetry up  

to the ceiling packs  
in more storage.

 

 
think in 

multiples
Using matching 
baskets or bins 

automatically looks 
organized (no 

matter what messes 
they hide).
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